[ 429 ] Numb, 108 


REVIEW * 


STATE 


OF THE 


BrITISH NATION. 


Vol: V. 


Saturday, December 4. 1508. 


ND where's all your great News 
now ? Say the Beloved Tory Gentle- 
men, that are glad of every Diſap- 

pointment ; it's all dwindled away to little 

or nothing, and here has beep no Fight, no 

Vietory, not a Word of your mighty Flou- 

riſhes true 3 what did you fire the Guns, 

and make Bonfires for, and drink Healths 
for ? See how fooliſh you look now, and 

how you are Jaugh'd at for all theſe Things 3 

pray, ſays an boneſt Facobite to me to Day, 

remember you owe the Nation a Vietory, 
for you have rejoyc'd for it already 3 pray 
rake Notice, the next V.ulory you have, 
you mnſt make no Bonfires. | 
Not ſo fat nejther, Neighbour Facobite, 

Fay 1, you have nothing at all to boaſt of, 

but to ſee how ycu haye bomboczld the 


Town by our News-mongers, a Thing I 
have often complain'd of, and now I hope, 
the People will ſee into it a little ; But after 
all, we have Vidory enough, and Cauſe of 
Rejoycing enough ; there has been no Baulk 
upon us, but our being knaviſhly told, and 
our as fooliſhly believing ic, that our Vigo= 
ry was ten times as great as it was—This is 
the Miſchief T have always complain'd of 
and pray, Gentlemen, will you learn to 
believe our publick Writers with a dueLati- 
tude; even honeft F.T...z himſelf is not 
infallible you ſe; if you believe half they 
ſay, you go far enough—— Nay, Iam per- 
ſwaded, you g09 as far as they can have the 
Conſcience to expe uf you — The Poſt- 
Man 1s the only Author among them, to 
ſpeak without Flattery, the Author being « 
F Strang? 
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Stranger to me, that gives you due Caution, 
and makes Differences between Things Cer- 
tain and Things uncertain 5 how the reft 
lump it with the World, how they put the 
French to the Sword, and then raiſe them 
from the Dead again, take them Pritoners, 
and then releaſe them again, was never 
more viſible than- it has been now, to the 
Shame of our whole Nation in ſeyezal Re- 
ſpe. : 

And after all, let us examine the Aﬀair 
of our preſeat News, which ſome would 
ſay is dwindl:d away z I ſee nothing little 
in it, nothing for which the Guns ſhould 
no: be fir'd, or Bonfires made: Let us ſee 
the Particulars z the Siege of Bruſſels rais'd, 
jafſt when the Town was at the Point of 
Capitulating 5 the French fled with Diſ- 
zrace, leaving Part of rheir Cannon behind, 


and all theirwounded Men ; the Paſſage of - 


the Sch214 open'd, and all the formidable 
intrenchm=nts of thz Enemy abandon'd, 
and the Blockade of our Army, which they 
boaſted ſo much of, raisdz the Way for 
our Convoy: of Proviſionand Ammunition to 
Liſte, which ſo much Stir bas been rais'd about, 
opcn'd—And all this at one bold March, 
without any Fighting, not 2co Men kill'd, 
nor eur Army put to any InconvenicaGe—— 
15 n3t this worth accepting, worth rejoycing 
ror? Look you, Gentlemen, I'll undertake 
:0 ſhew you twice the Joy 02 the French 
S:de, for haif the Advantage at any time— 
On the other hand, give us ſuch another 
Advant2ge over them, and we will not be 
zi2:m'e of making Bonfres again. - 

W- have nothing to be aſham'd of, but 
this horrid Way of bullyizg the Nation, 
rvn2i2g up the Expettations cf the People 
t9 great Thngs, as if it were on purpoſe 
79 make them atham'd afterwards, and by 
Filing cur Heads with Noiſe of ViQtories 
we do ncot gain, lefſ-aing the Efeem we 
vupht to bave fur thoſe we have gain'd. 
f have often choughtthis hs heen a Frcobire 
Plot to Expoſe ns, ani mike our Enemies 
}28gh at us, to draw us into the Fily they 
themſclves are guilty ©f, and rchen by ſhew- 
1s how *2 are bauir'd, make us alham'd, 
dead-hezrted and diſcontenced Was 
rnere ever ſich a new-f2ſhion'd Way of 
robbing off a Viacry Ve ace firſt 


jingled into a mighty Rumovr, and rejoyce 
for what we have not——Then we come to 
be unhook'd again in the middle of our 
Joy, and this chagrins our Countenances, 
and we can't ſo much as ſmile at what-we 
have, for want of whatwe have not. 

Tois makes me renewpan humbleMotion 


» to the great Councitof the Nation, that they 


would take into their ſerious Confidera- 
tion to regulate or entirely ſuppreſs the 
preſent Crovd of Papers, that petter the 
World, and plague us with eternal Diyi- 
ſions; that impoſe upon us in publick Ac- 
counts, and put the Nation to Shame. And 
do not be angry, Gentlemen, that a Bro- 
ther in the Work of Scribling-makes this 
Motion 3 I am content to let the whole 
Number ftand together, and let the uſcleſs, 
the deceiving, the ffalſe Relater, the Con- 
tentious, the Flatterer, the Forger, the 
Furious, the Implacable, let them all die 
the Death of a Criminal, be ſuppreſs'd, 
whecher it be Review, Rebearſal, Obſervaror, 
News-Writer, News-Printer, or by what- 
ſvever Names ye are diſtinguiſh'd, and Jet 
the Parliament put Limits to the Pen, de- 
termine both what is fit co be wrote, and 
who is fit to write it. 

This would put an End to the Paper- 
War, which has now held Pace with the 
War abroad, in which ſo many terrible Bat- 
tl-zs have been fought, and the 24 Letters 
have been ſhot from {ids to fide, with ſuch 
F:ry lik2 Bombs, blawing up Truth, Re- 
putation, Parties and Cauſes, withour Re- 
gard to Age, Sex or Condition. 

Mr. Rehearſal would then ceaſe to inſult 
the Church of Scotland, unchciftianize the 
Presbyterians, ungeoſpelize th: ir Miaiftry, 
and unchurch their Settlement, in the very 
Face of the Parliament and the Church of 
Eng/and, who have at the Gimme time in the 
Treaty of Union eftabliſh'd them under the 
Title of the r#ue Proteſtant Religion ——— 
He would then ceaſe ro fly in the Fate of 
the Queen, by t-iiing the World, that in- 
truding into Churches in Scorlard i3 nothing 
ata", that ther= js nothing of Force in the 
Caſe- Only that the People being 
Epiicopal, ca! ſome Epiſcopal Clergy- man 
to officiate to thm, but without any other 
ay, Encroaciing 0T intruding upon the 

Prefe 
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Pregbyterian Preachers, or 'their Eſrablith» 
ment. 
Now, if Mr. Rehearſal would put the 
whole Cauſe upon the Trial of this Part, 
or it he would have the World judge of 
his Candour by tne Truth of this Story— 
1 ſh»ttd hope to bring. the Debate to a 
ſpeedy }fuez his Misfortune in'thi: being 
to ftand in dix=z& Oppoſition to the Truth 
of BaR, and lay dowa aStory that with bis 
Pardon has not one Word of Truth in it— 
It may be true, and this is no Part of his 
Concern, that there are ſome Pariſhes in 
Scotland, where the Lairds being Facobite 
or Epiſ.op4l, the People are (o too, by the 
natural Subj:Qion of that poor Nation, to 
the petty Tyranny of the Gentry 5 tho" to 
ſay there are Pariſhes where they are all 
Epiſcopal, and have not one Presbyterian 
among them, is more. than he can prove, 
EXCEPT in ſome dark Corners of the 
Highlands, where, Many Thanks 10 tbe Care 
of the Epiſcopal Church when it was uppermoſt, 
no Concera was ever ſhewn to ſpread the 
Knowledge of Chrift among them, and they 
kno neither GOD nor Devil, Religion or 
Worſhip, Presbyterian or Epilcopal»—— 
Of which, and tbe Care now taking to plant 


Keligion amorg them, I ſhall ſpeak bere after. 


But to ſay, | 
1. That there are whole Pariſhes, where 


the People cannot in Conſcience pya with 
the Presbytcrians, or receiye the Sacrament 
at their Hands, and where there is not one 
Presbyterian among them—is falſe in Fatt ; 
and I ſhall prove, that even in thoſe Places 
where they have moſt furiouſly rabbled che 
Presbyterian Miniſters, the Gentlemen have 
been dre(s'd up like Servants, and 4-Ja-mobb 
in Diſguiſe co make up and excite the 
Rabbles, and the poor Women made furious 
at the Command of their Superiors have 
been brought {oto their Crowds, the come 
mon Peepie in gener] being willing enough 
to receive the Miniſters, an4 not atall in- 
clin'd to the Viulenc:s offer'd them, and in 
tie Story of the Ribbles of Dinzzall, and 
others, this has all been legally prov'd. 

2. To ſay, there has been zothing 0 
Force in the Caſe, Rehearſal, Vol. q. N* 16+ 
is ſo monficous, that 1 caugot but wonder, 


how the Rebearſal can fatisfic his Conſcience” 
to athicm a Thiog fo contrary to Truths 1 
ſhall not invite the Gavernmear to reſent 
his flyiog in the Face of the QUEEN's Pra- 
clamation, for theſe areThings ſo frequent - 
now, that theſe Gentlemen make nothing 
of giving the QUEEN the Lys, as readily 
as an ordinary Body. But I ſhall obſerve, 
1. This i: more than ever the Epiſcopal 
Minifters in Scozland pretend toz thoſe 
Gentlemen have more Modefty and more 


. Honeſty; and as I have had the Honour to 


diſcourſe with ſome of chem on this Head, 
their Anſwer has been to this Purpoſe, 
and I ſhall be very careful not to injure 
them in the Repitition. 

*© That they have always taken Care to 
* ſhow thei? peaceable Diſpofitiov to the 
«© Government, that it is not their Princi- 
« ple todifturb the Peace, or uſe Violence, 
< they only ſeek their Liberty ; that as to 
* intruding into Churches, rabbling, Ec. 
5 it has been only in remote Parts, where 
* the Presbyterians have not Tutus Acceſſus, 
« where the People are averſe to them, and 
© where if the Lairds did not put in Mini- 
« fters, they would have no Body topreach 
© tothem ; but that this ought not to be 
&« laid to the Door of the Epiſcopal Mis 
« nifters, unleſs it appear'd, that they ju- 
« ſtzficd theſe Things. 

Thiz is far from the Boldaeſs of this Au- 
thor, who far from mitigating the Offence, 
politively denies the Fad, and declarzs 
there's nothing of Force in the Caſe 

And 2. I muſt lay it at his Door, that he 
puts me to the Neceſhity of expoſing thoſe 
Things which I bad rather conceal, 1 mean 
of the Violence of the Epiicopal Rabbles in 
Scotland, in oppoſing the legally Eftabliſh'd 
Minifters ;' for finc= he will bave the whole 
Caſe out, he ſhall have ir from the Bottom. 

3. He boldly afferts, That the Holy Scrip- 
tures are ſeldom or never read in the publick 
Aſſemblies of 1be Presbyterian Church, Thiz 
again is ſo notori-ully falfe, that I need bur 
retcr him to the Dire&ory or Ocder of 
Worſhipappointed by ſeveral Atts of gene- 
rs] Aſſembly, acd the general uniaterrupted - 


f Prattice of the Church of Scorlznd, where 


every Minifter is poſitively enjoyn'd, a»d 
«taually performs it, to-read ſome Chapter 
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